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Our Associate Editor 


\Mlany readers of this Journal are unaware 
of the fact that the Associate Editor, Dr. L. 
Nelson Bell, is not a minister. He ts a surgeon, 
a very busy one with one of the largest surgical 
practices in the city of Asheville. 


Dr. Bell writes because of his deep interest 
in and concern for the work of God's King- 
dom and from a background of deep and rich 
Christian training and experience. Some years 
ago he came face to face with the tragic effects 
of rationalistic philosophy and hi; gher criticism 
and he faces these issues today frankly but 
with genuine love in his heart. 


‘There are times when God has called and 
used laymen in a special way in the Church,— 
Dwight L. Moody, Robert E. Speer, John R. 
Mott, Howard Kelly, and a host ot others. 
One of America’s outstanding preachers re- 
cently said, ‘When we preachers fail to preach 
the Gospel God always raises up laymen to 
proclaim His truth.” 


Dr. Bell’s article in this issue—‘Neo-Or- 
thodoxy and Evangelical Christianity,” is the 
latest in a series designed to inform Christians 
and strengthen faith in Gjod’s Word. The 
Editor happens to know that while writing it 
on Sunday afternoon, Dr. Bell was interrupted 
to go to the hospital to perform a serious emer- 
gency operation. Surely anything as important 
DR. L. NELSON BELL, MLD.., F.A.C.S. as this article, and w ritten under such difh- 
culties, merits our careful reading—H.B.D. 





Our Associate Editor writes on neo-orthodoxy and evangelical Christianity. See Pages 4-5-6. 
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EDITORIAL 
Till Death Do Us Part 


In some cases divorce may be necessary. To re- 
main unmarried thereafter is not the worst thing 
either in this world or in the world to come. 


There is now before our Church the matter of 
changing the Confession touching the re-marriage 
of divorced persons. So much defection, so great 
selfishness, so blatant and unabashed sin, should 
warn the Church that of all institutions it should 
be the staunchest in refusing to compromise prin- 
ciple or to connive at evil. There may readily be 
danger of losing the candlestick. 


The Church can go far in relieving the divorce 
scandal, if Christian parents would themselves 
teach their children about the Divine nature of 
marriage and its deep sacredness, the necessity for 
caution in approaching it, the nature of love,—that 
it is basically a matter of association, and that one 
marries in the crowd one goes with, and that the 
Christian’s first obligation is to God, whate’er be- 
tide. A program like this would greatly avail in 
settling the problem before it becomes such. 


It is presumed that there are plenty of marriages 
that lack much of that greatly to be desired domes- 
tic felicity so fondly pictured for the romantic rela- 
tionships. Yet, despite heartaches and differences, 
they are maintained for the glory of God. There is 
the story that the parents of the Wesleys never 
agreed on anything. But look at the far-reaching in- 
fluence of that home! 


If the Southern Presbyterian Church is going to 
lower the bars further, to reject the high plane of 
the Lord in this matter, to disregard Scripture, to 
allow the desires of man to prevail over the ordi- 
nance of God, in this liberalizing move, then we 
should make one more change in such connection, 
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and in the place of “Till death us do part,” put 
“Till we change our minds.” For why indeed ad- 
minister that most awfully sacred oath, and at the 
same time provide a way to nullify it! Can we really 
retain the vows, when being liberal beyond what 
is commanded, we suggest if not invite the con- 
tracting parties to enter marriage on a lower level 
than that which Scripture so plainly specifies? 
(There are competent Greek scholars who hold 
that there are no grounds for the remarriage of 
divorced persons in the New Testament). Shall the 
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ default? As mar 
riage is of Divine appointment, we dare not tamper 
with the sanctions appertaining thereto. Before the 
world on the one hand and before the Lord on the 
other, we surely cannot further encourage the viola- 
tion of God's laws by the addition of number VI in 
the proposed amendments to the Confession of 
Faith, Chapter X XVI. That paragraph should cer- 


tainly be rejected. We favor rejection of all. 


We all know the hue and cry. But why should 
the Church be disturbed about the hub-bub? If 
other Churches forsake the high ground hitherto 
maintained, let not that be occasion for us to follow 
suit. There is all the more reason for some who 
take the Bible as their guide in all matters of life 
and godliness, to do what is right in the sight of 
God, let man do as he will. This is Reformed doc 
trine. This is Calvinism. So far as we are concerned 
it will be one more sad day when the Southern 
Presbyterian Church gives up another of its strong 
holds and takes a further step in going the way of 
all flesh. Certainly to water down the present state 
ments in the Confession is to go beyond Scripture 


Can the Church, as a Church, do that!—R.F.G. 





“T hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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Soul Thirst And 


Soul Satisfaction 


‘My soul thirsteth for thee.” “My soul shall be 
atisfied.”” Psalms 63:1-5. 


Some artist ought to paint two contrasting pic- 
tures; the picture of a Thirsty and Unsatisfied 
Soul—a man perishing in the desert, far from 
vater; and the picture of a Thirsty and Satisfied 
Soul—a weary pilgrim drinking from a cool, re- 
freshing spring. These two pictures would tell the 
story of the human race. We are made by God, and 
tor God, and our souls will never be satisfied until 
hey find Him. 


mey 
Most of 
thirsty, as far 


us have never been very hungry or 
as our bodies are concerned; it is 
hard for us to realize the suffering of someone 


starving to death, or dying of thirst. 





There are other forms of hunger and thirst. Men 


can thirst for the wrong things. Some men are 
“blood-thirsty”; they have a mania for killing peo- 

ple: some are “‘sin-thirsty”; they love sin and revel 
n it: some are thirsty for Power, and weep because 
i there are no more worlds to conquer: some are 
Pleasure-seekers; their motto is: “‘eat, drink, and be 
) merry, for tomorrow we die”: some are “Money- 
mad’’; they will sell their country, their families, 


their souls, for gold and silver: some are thirsty for 
the praise of men; popularity is their god. 


Some thirst for better things; for knowledge; for 


r nobility of character; for service to their fellowmen. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after 
Righteousness—for God. How shall we have the 

, sort of thirst that the Psalmist had? The Holy 


f Spirit alone can impart such a desire. One of the 
greatest prayers a soul can make is this: “Make me 
thirsty’; make my soul to pant after Thee, as the 


hart pants after the water brooks. Should not this 
| ve our daily cry? Meditation upon the Word of 
f God will make us thirsty; so will our coming to 

His House. Sometimes a great sorrow, or a great 
sickness, or a great trial, will awaken such a thirst. 
May the Holy Spirit use all these, and other means, 
to make our souls thirsty! 
' My soul shall be satisfied. Look at the MENU; 


| he feast of good things which God has spread for 
he soul. There is the “Water of Life,” flowing 


trom the throne and the altar; there is Bread made 





which we 


Sweetness 
crave. All the vitamins our souls need are here. Ho, 
everyone who is hungry or thirsty; come to the 


the Strength and 


Rock”’ ; 


Feast and be satisfied! ““And let him that is athirst 
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water 


of life freely.” —J.K.P. 





Beyond The Minimum 


By Richard R. Potter - Director 
Negro Work Campaign 


Hardly ever does a church have a chance to really 
go after a maximum. Usually it’s a struggle to make 
the minimum. Two million dollars was set by our 
Assembly as a “minimum” in our Negro Work 
Campaign and now that it’s been subscribed we 
must work for the maximum. What a glorious 
thing it is for our church to work for the maximum 
for any of our great causes, 


In this one particularly do we find this true. The 
cause of Negro Work has always had the barest of 
provisions. Now, that for once in our church’s his- 
tory we have reached the minimum in its behalf, 
would anyone dare covet its success or discourage 
its seeking of the maximum? Of course not. Would 
any church restrain or withhold its support simply 
because others have advanced theirs so magnificent- 
ly? Of course not. All of us know the tremendous 
need for the missionary action of this campaign and 
know too well that twice the $2 million would not 
be enough for what should be done. 


We want your help! Let no one get the idea that 
the job is done. It’s only partially done. It’s been 
successful but not victorious. Let us go beyond the 
minimum — and find the maximum. 


“Over The Top” Presbyteries 
Headquarters of the Presbyterian Negro Work 
Campaign in Atlanta, Georgia, has announced that 
reports up to September Ist reveal that nine of the 
Church’s eighty-four Presbyteries have oversub- 
scribed their goals. These, in order of their over- 
subscription, are shown below: 


Amt, Over 
$10,390.00 
8,215.00 
7,240.00 
3,668.00 
1,712.00 
646.00 
739.00 


Goal 
‘ 90,952.00 


Presbytery Subscription 
$101,342.00 
67 462.00 
18,766.00 

90 975.00 


1) Knoxville 
59,247.00 
11.526.00 
17,307.00 
28,510.00 

124,934.00 

8,310.00 


2) Memphis 
8) Athens 

t) ‘Tuscaloosa 
(5) Washburn 
(6) Atlanta 


126,580.00 
9049.00 


7) Mangum 





} trom “the finest of the wheat’’; there is the “sincere (8) Central Alabama 1,517.00 2 218.00 701.00 
; \lilk of the Word’: there is “strong meat” for 9) Cherokee 19,280.00 19,840.00 560.00 
hose able to digest it; there is “Honey out of the (10) Indian 684.00 711.00 27.00 
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Neo-Orthodoxy And Evangelical 
Christianity 


By L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
(Reprints of this article available at one dollar for fifty postpaid.) 


What is the difference between neo-orthodoxy 
and evangelical Christianity? Is the difference of 
any great significance? 


To the average layman ‘“neo-orthodoxy” may 
mean absolutely nothing but he should know just 
what this movement means and whether there is any 
marked difference between it and the religion of our 
forefathers. This is especially important because 
‘“‘neo-orthodoxy” is most popular in theological 
circles today and that in turn has a direct effect on 
contemporary teaching and preaching. 


““Neo-orthodoxy” is a marked swing to the right, 
a great change in belief and emphasis from the un- 
belief of Modernism, and for this all Christians 
should be profoundly thankful. At the same time, a 
ship might be headed in the wrong direction and 
swing around three-fourths of the way. That would 
be a hopeful move but it would not be enough; it 
needs to return completely to its correct compass 
bearings and it is here that the problem lies with 
reference to “neo-orthodoxy.”’ 


Beginning in Germany in the last century, and 
spreading over the world like a pall of poisonous 
vapor, a school of theological thought developed 
which increasingly denied and discarded the Bib- 
lical record and substituted for it a man-made phi- 
losophy which denied the reality of sin and the ne- 
cessity of God’s intervention for the redemption of 
mankind. Man was the master of his own destiny 
and reformation and social uplift was not only 
man’s personal responsibility but also something he 
was capable of accomplishing—through education, 
environmental changes, etc., etc. 


The only trouble with this philosophy was that 
it did not work. World War I and its accompany- 
ing chaos came as a check to those who had preached 
the essential goodness of man and his innate powers 
to change the world for good. The years following 
the war only added to their confusion and to the 
discrediting of their philosophy. There are still 
many of them around but it is not about them that 
we are writing. 


Into this theological breach there came men like 
Barth, Brunner and Niebuhr, men who looked at 
world conditions, at man and at the Bible and who 
frankly admitted the fact of sin in the hearts of men 
and of God’s intervention through the redemptive 
work of His Son. For this about-face in theological 
thinking and teaching one must be profoundly 
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thankful, because these men, and others like them, 
have redirected thousands of other theologians back 
to these great central truths of Christianity. This 
new emphasis is usually spoken of as “neo- 
orthodoxy.” 


Why then should the evangelical Christian look 
with misgivings on this great trend away from the 
hopeless morass of unbelief which pridefully called 
itself ““Modernism?” Surely the difference between 
neo-orthodoxy and Modernism is so great that we 
should thank God and take courage! Surely we 
should welcome with open arms this trend back to 
orthodoxy! Yes, but the pilot who witnesses another 
ship veer off from rocks will not rest content until 
he sees that ship back on the course which will take 
it safely into the desired harbor. 


Just what then is the trouble with neo-orthodoxy ? 
Why does not the evangelical Christian welcome it 
with open arms? To put it in one sentence—neo- 
orthodoxy is based on an acceptance of only part of 
God's revelation, the Holy Scriptures. Furthermore, 
it is based on a type of theological tight-rope walk- 
ing which finds many of its adherents falling off 
into the power-destroying sloughs of unbelief or 
doubt of doctrines which are a part of Christian 
truth. 


Professor Robert McAfee Brown, of Union 
Theological Seminary in New York, has un- 
wittingly put his finger on the essential weakness of 
neo-orthodoxy in an article in the September 19th 
issue of Presbyterian Life. He says: “The Biblical 
revelation of God shows us a God who acts, who 
reveals Himself in events, rather than in the im- 
parting of information about Himself. And so neo- 
orthodoxy (rightly, I believe), has misgivings about 
‘plenary verbal inspiration,’ since it always runs the 
danger of leading us to believe in statements about 
God, rather than in God Himself.” 


Here is one of the grave weaknesses in neo- 
orthodoxy. It bases faith on deduction and experi- 
ence while the evangelical bases his faith in revela- 
tion and experience. The evangelical furthermore 
believes that God acts and reveals Himself in events 
and at the same time that He has spoken and that 
He speaks to us through His written Word. He 
believes that “holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost,” while at the same time 
He permitted them to show their varying racial, 
social and educational backgrounds in their 
writings. 
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Dr. Brown writes further: “It is not, therefore, 
necessarily the case that the cloven hoof of mod- 
ernism has captured neo-orthodox theology when its 
advocates claim to ‘take the Bible seriously but not 
literally.’ This approach is what seems to the neo- 
orthodox to be demanded by the character of the 
Biblical God. Jesus asked us to believe in Him, not 
in statements about Him.” 


It is this hair-splitting, this evasion of absolutes 

the facts of Christianity, which disturbs the 
evangelical. How can we believe in Jesus without, 

the same time, believing (or disbelieving) state- 
ments about Him? The Bible states that He is the 
Son of God—we believe that. It states that He was 
pre-existent with God—we believe that. It states 
that He was Virgin-born—we believe that. It 
states that during His earthly ministry He asserted 
His Messiahship and proved it by miracles only 
God could perform—we believe that. It states that 
He died on the cross, shedding His blood to redeem 
mankind—we believe that. It states that He arose 
from the dead, the first fruit of those who have 
died—we believe that. It states that He will some 
day return in power and with great glory—we be- 
lieve that. It states that there is a place called Hell, 
a place where unrepentant sinners are forever sepa- 
rated from God—we believe that. And, it among 
many other glorious truths, also states that those 
who believe in Him as Saviour shall some day be 
ushered into a glorious eternity with Him—we be- 
lieve that. 


To the evangelical it is reasonable, rational and 
ilso experimentally proven that the statements 
about Christ are true and that without them as a 
basis of faith mankind would be lost in a maze of 
human speculation. Christianity must be Bible- 
centered, for while we worship a Person, not a 
book, God has seen fit to tell us about that Person 
in His Word and we neglect or reject it to our own 


loss. 


Some of the inescapable weaknesses of neo- 
rthodoxy need to be examined because they have a 
bearing on the effectiveness and power of Christian 
faith and practice. 


The first of these is its instability. Instead of 
iose absolutes which are a part of God’s very na- 
ture and which are to be known by revelation only, 
there is the instability inherent in casting off the 
moorings and drifting with the varying and con- 
flicting opinions of men. This fact is abundantly in 
evidence in the disagreements among the proponents 
of neo-orthodoxy today and it will continue to be 
true as long as human reason takes precedence over 
revealed truth. 


+} 


The second objection to neo-orthodoxy is that it 
precludes a truly confessional Church and makes 
cessary an inclusive Church in which will be 
und every shade of belief and unbelief. The ecu- 
menical movement— insofar as that movement aims 


+ 


at the organic union of all Churches—has gained 
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great impetus under the teachings inherent in neo- 
orthodoxy. It is to be regretted that historic Pres- 
byterianism has become so infiltrated with neo- 
orthodoxy that in many instances it seems willing to 
forego our confessional heritage for the mess of pot- 
tage known as ecumenicity; regarding outward or- 
ganization of more importance than adherence to 
the basic facts of Christianity itself. 


A third effect of neo-orthodoxy is its heter- 
ogeneous adherents; some so clear in their beliefs 
and teachings as to be evangelical in their faith, with 
others far, far to the left in both belief and practice. 


Again, in the neo-orthodox there is a marked loss 
of power, an unwillingness to be positive where we 
have authority for such a position. Dogmatism on 
some matters can be offensive and futile; but, there 
are many questions on which Christians can and 
should be very positive, because they are based on 
the clear and inescanable teachings of the Scrip- 
tures. Certainly the Protestant movement was born 
in just such a positiveness with reference to great 
doctrines. In fact the cornerstone of Protestantism 
is the Scriptural assertion that, “the just shall live 
by faith.” Where men have had strong convictions 
on Bible-taught doctrines they have had power in 
their ministry and in their lives. Neo-orthodoxy 
tends to tone down such convictions and to make 
one insensitive to, or tolerant of, error. 


Finally, neo-orthodoxy. while a marvellous re- 
surgence away from modernism, is none the less 
a willingness to be satished with milk rather than 
with the strona meat of the Word. To the extreme 
liberal, neo-orthodoxy may be an unwarranted shift 
to the right, but to the evangelical it is a case of not 
swinging back far enough—for the evangelical is 
convinced that there can be no truly effective wit- 
ness apart from that to be found centered in the 
Word of God; not a dead orthodoxy which un- 
fortunately has existed and still exists; but a living 
faith in the absolute trustworthiness and authority 
of the Scriptures, a faith to be translated into lives, 
lived daily by the power and according to the will 
of our Lord and Saviour. 


The evangelical, loving his neo-orthodox friend as 
a Christian brother—for he is truly a Christian if 
he believes in and accepts Christ as the Son of God 
and his personal Saviour from sin—longs to have 
him go all the way. not basing his faith on an ex- 
perience, even of Christ Himself, but on a cal- 
culated decision to believe regardless. He, the evan- 
gelical, recognizes man’s complete helplessness and 
the necessity of man making a total surrender. Men- 
tal reservations should have no part in Christian 
faith. This side of eternity all of us will face things 
we can neither understand nor exnlain. That is 
where faith must become operative. There is a vast 
difference between, “Master, show us a sign that 
we may believe,” and “Lord, I believe, help thou 
mine unbelief.” 
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It is neither rational nor logical to say, “I believe Where neo-orthodoxy is a departure from m« lo 














in Christ but | do not have to believe what the ernism it is a welcome step in the right direction like g 
Bible says about Him,” for Christ tells us to search but where it is a declension from evangelical Chris- the w 
the Scriptures for they tell of Him. On the Emmaus tianity it is an entirely different matter, for until At 
Road we are told that, “beginning at Moses and all one’s teaching, preaching and living is geared to a & like a1 
the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the faith in the complete reliability and authority of § in the 
scriptures the things concerning himself.” The the Scriptures there are the ever present quicksands — Some 
Christ of experience and the Christ of the Bible of human speculation and human opinion to mar § on th 
must be the same Christ. the message and detract from its power. the de 
a flesh, 
a nat 
SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS REV. J. KENTON PARKER ae 
LESSON FOR OCTOBER 25 tame 
4 Ve 
Ww | erage Alcohol “el 
The War Agatwmst Beverage oho ‘ei 
nn horre 
(Tem perance) moan 
the p 
Background Scripture: Proverbs 23:29- awak 
35; 31:4-5; Isaiah 5:11-14; Matthew 18:6; a ra 
Luke 19:1-10; Romans 13:11-14; James 4: man 
17. Devotional Reading: Isaiah 26:1-6. bond 
whic 
“Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in.” There are many \ 
marks of a “righteous nation”; one of these is soberness, temperance. In the struggle to make America a of b 
righteous nation we have to wage unceasing war against beverage alcohol, for the drinking of strong drink dhe 
strikes at the foundation of national righteousness. It is one of those sins which lead to many others. May ; 
I quote from H. B. Gibson: M 
“Il am the greatest criminal in history. a bi 
I have killed more men than have fallen in all A bar to all that’s true and brave; Brit 
the wars of the world. A door to every drunkard’s grave. 
[ have turned men into brutes. A bar to joys that home imparts, 
I have made millions of homes unhappy. A door to tears and aching hearts. A 
I have transformed many ambitious youths into A bar to heaven, a door to hell; 
hopeless parasites. Whoever named it, named it well.” 
I make smooth the downward path for countless — A 
pa One more quotation (From Heart & Life): 2 
I destroy the weak and weaken the strong. Liquor Is A Stimulant: “It stimulates idleness 
I make the wiseman a fool and trample the fool it stimulates profanity; it stimulates the animal, 
in his folly. and strangles the human; it stimulates the coarse \ 
I ensnare the innocent. and smothers the fine; it stimulates insanity; it 
The abandoned wife knows me; the hungry chil- stimulates self-destruction: it stimulates accidents: 
dren know me. it stimulates failure.” A Siamese teacher gave the 
I have ruined millions and shall try to ruin more. following definition of whiskey: “Whiskey - sin 7 
I am alcohol.” water.” : Co 
I would also like to use a poem written by a life- 1. A Portrait Of A Drunkard: 
time prisoner in Joilet Prison: Proverbs 23 :29-35. for 
‘The saloon is sometimes called a bar; See this man with his woes, his sorrows, his cor une 
That’s true; tentions, his complaining, his wounds and red eyes! ae 
A bar to heaven, a door to hell, Who is he? A drunkard; an alcoholic. At one tim« -_ 
Whoever named it, named it well. he was perhaps a refined, handsome, intelligent ae 
A bar to manliness and wealth, peaceful man, What has caused the change? Strong nO 
A door to want and broken health, drink; he has tarried long at the wine; he ha > 
A bar to honor, pride and fame; sought the mixed wine. My heart gets sick withir - 
A door to grief and sin and shame, me when I read stories in the best secular magazine 
A bar to hope, a bar to prayer; and in practically all of them the words, “cocktail,” 
A door to darkness and despair, “cocktail party,” “mix me a cocktail,” occur so fre : 
A bar to honored, useful life: quently that it would seem the habit of American 4 
A door to brawling. senseless strife, to drink cocktails (or son ething stronger ) all da 
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long. Why can we not have some stories (and | 
like good stories) and leave the drinking out? Do 
the whiskey men pay to have this put in? 


At the last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth 
like an adder.” At the first it may sparkle and glow 
in the glass, but “‘at the last,” this is what counts. 
Some pretend to like snakes; they admire the colors 
on the skin of the serpent; but if those fangs, with 
the deadly poison behind them, ever strike into their 
flesh, they cease to love the serpent. We are busy as 
a nation “petting the serpent,” making it look 
charming in the advertisements of the various 
brands of whiskey, and its poison is permeating our 
whole social life. Will we ever awake to our folly’ 


Verses 33-34 make us think of the alcoholic with 
“delirium tremens.” Strange things, perverse things, 
fearful visions pass before him, and he cries out in 
horror. Strange words come from his lips as he 
moans in fearful agony. The most pitiful part of 
the picture is the last part of Verse 35: “When | 
awake, I will seek it yet again.”” The man bitten by 
a rattlesnake will never “seek it again,” but the 
man bitten by this serpent cannot seem to break the 
bonds that bind him, he goes right back to that 
which has caused all his agony. 


All over America we have pictures like this one, 
of both men and women, Yet we keep on petting 
the serpent. Why not kill it? 


May I complete this portrait of a drunkard with 
a bit of poetry which was sent to the editor of The 


British W eekly? 


“One evening in October 
When I was far from sober, 
And dragging home a load of manly pride, 
My poor feet began to stutter, 
So I lay down in the gutter, 
And a pig came by and parked right by my side. 


Then I warbled: ‘It’s fair weather 
When good fellows get together.’ 
When a lady passing by was heard to say: 
‘You can tell a man who boozes 
By the company he chooses.’ 
Then the pig got up and slowly walked away.” 


Il. Kings And Princes ( Presidents And 
Congressmen ) : Proverbs 31 :4,5. 


A striking example of a drunken king is to be 
found in Belshazzar. (See Daniel 5). Weighed in 
the balances and found wanting. I am afraid these 
words could be written about many of those who 
re world leaders. It seems to some of us that the 
cisions made when the so-called “Big” men get 

gether must have been made while under the in- 

ence of strong drink. I shall never forget what 
brother told me once of the drunken spectacle 

a senator on the floor of the Senate trying to 

ike a speech, and it was at the very time when 

ber thinking was imperative, the days just after 
World War Il. What is the explanation of the 
igic mistakes and blunders which our leaders have 
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made in recent years? I believe that clear thinking 
is impossible where minds are beclouded with any 
sort of alcoholic beverages. Would that we had men 
like William Jennings Bryan who would lead our 
nation in temperance. 


Ill. National Disaster 

Isaiah 5:11-14. 
‘Therefore my 

tivity 


people are gone into cap- 
Therefore hell hath enlarged herself.” 
Hell has to be made bigger to make room for the 
drunkards! There were several sins which led up to 
the captivity; drunkenness was one of these sins. 
Woes are certain to come upon any nation which 
vives way to strong drink, and America is letting 
the whiskey and beer barons have their way. These 
big business interests seem to have a strangle-hold 
upon our politicians. In our own State of North 
Carolina, they will not even allow the State as a 
whole to vote on the question. The saddest part 
about the tragedy at Pearl Harbor was the Satur- 
day night before. The Japanese knew how to time 
their attack: they knew that Saturday night was 
usually spent in carousals, and that the men would 


be unfit on Sunday morning. 


ll. Offending One Of T hese Little 
Ones: Matthew 18:6. 


What will be the fate of the children from 
drunkard’s homes? In many homes today the mother 
drinks as well as the father. Take the home of a 
moderate drinker. Perhaps more drunkards are born 
and reared in these homes than in the homes of 
drunkards. In these latter ones the children some- 
times get so disgusted that they turn away from 
drink, but in the home where there is moderate 
drinking, the older persons may be able to control 
their appetites, but the children are likely to drink 
to excess. (Any drinking, to my way of thinking, is 
drinking to excess). There are many ways of caus- 
ing “little ones” to stumble; this is one of the most 
common, and one of the very worst. 


V. The Conversion Of Zacchaeus: 
Luke 19:1-10. 

This selection is given especially for Primary and 
Junior Groups, and is not particularly concerned 
with drinking. Why not teach the younger children 
the other parts of the lesson? They can understand 
as well as older people, and we cannot start too 
young in warning them against sin, and this sin. 
The story of the conversion of Zaccheus is a 
splendid story, and has many valuable lessons, but 
let us not miss the opportunity which is given us of 
teaching the very youngest children the evils of 
strong drink. 


Vl.“Put Ye On The Lord Jesus 
Christ” : Romans 13:11-14. 


The best remedy for this sin of drunkenness, as 
for all sin, is a new creature in Christ Jesus. The 
best hope of the drunkard, like the best hope for all 
sinners, is to be “born again.” When this takes place 
there is a permanent cure. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 25 


WADE C. SMITH 





What About My Money? 


WorsHIp PROGRAM: 


Hymn—“All For Jesus.” 
Invocation, 

Hymn—“I’ll Live For Him.” 
Announcements. 

Scripture: Matt. 6:19-33. 
Prayer. 
Offering. 
Hymn 


“Take My Life And Let It Be.” 


Money occupies a large place in our lives. It is a 
God-given medium of exchange and is a source of 
great blessing when its proper use is understood and 
practised, It is a source of great evil when misused ; 
it can cause much misery and be the means of the 
loss of the soul for eternity. Read Luke 12:15-21 
and see what our Lord says about this. 


Here are some thoughtful comments made by a 
wise layman. Use them in your meeting. Let five of 
the members memorize the five paragraphs and re- 
peat them, or at least read them before the group. 


I. The Human Way And The Divine. 


The crime of the ages has been the prostitution 
of money. Money is a divine institution and man- 
kind has recklessly desecrated it. With what result? 
Just this: There has been more suffering from the 
abuse of money than on any other account what- 
soever. Empires have been wrecked, nations have 
gone to ruin, families and individuals have had their 
bitterest feuds and quarrels, not because of want 
and pinching poverty, but because of the abuse of 
money. Economists define money as a medium of 
exchange between human beings in society. Man 
looks upon money as a human device contrived by 
himself as a convenience in trade, and to be used or 
abused at will. God looks upon money as an insti- 
tution of His own creation through which He might 
keep His children constantly reminded of Himself, 
and give them a ready and convenient means of ap- 
proach to Him. “The silver is mine and the gold is 
mine, saith the Lord of Hosts.” (Haggai 2:8). It 
is all His by right of creation, and priority of claim, 
and He has never yet abrogated that claim, nor re- 
linquished that right. 


II. The Meaning Of The Tithe. 


That is why God established from the beginning 
the idea of the tithe, that His rightful ownership 
may be continually asserted by directing how one- 
tenth of our possessions shall be used. One of the 
anomolies of history and the blunder of otherwise 
thoughtful men is the claim that God established 
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the tithe as a convenient and adequate plan for 
financing the Church and the Kingdom here on 
earth. | do not deny that if all would practice the 
tithe, the Church would be adequately financed, 
and the Kingdom would have all it needs for its 
perpetual growth and development. But the tithe 
was established for a far more noble purpose than 
that, and had consequences in view of far greater 
depth and significance. Through the tithe idea God 
was asserting His sovereignty over all possessions, 
and by tithing his possessions man was acknowledg- 
ing that sovereignty. The Word of God treats more 
often the theme of Money and man’s relationship to 
money, than it does any other single theme. In the 
four Gospels an average of one verse in four treats 
of money and man’s responsibility to property, and 
of all the parables our Lord used, nearly two-thirds 
have to do with this single theme. 


ITI. Co-W orkers T oge ther With God. 


As the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evil, so the love of what money can do is a root of 
all kinds of righteousness, peace and good-will in 
the world. A man through the love of what his 
money can do becomes a co-worker with God, and 
through his money may be a blessing to hundreds 
whom he will never see; he may relieve from hunger 
and starvation and eternal ruin thousands of God's 
children whom he will never know in this world. 


IV. Money Stands For Partnership With Ged. 


Through money, God and I are partners, and by 
its holy significance we become co-workers together 
in relieving the poverty of the world, and in saving 
the lost and the ruined peoples of the world. When 
I pray, my words may not mount very high, and 
being words only they may not cost me-very much. 
Words, even in prayer, are abundant, often. easy 
and sometimes very cheap. But when I cast into the 
treasury of the Lord my money, I have put there 
that which has cost me something, that which repre 
sents hard licks, severe toil, business ability, my best 
judgment, that which represents my savings and my 
sacrifice. 1 have sent into the service of the Lord my 
heart, because I have put my treasure there, “For 
where your treasure is there will your heart be 
also,” declared the Lord Christ. 


V. Closer To - Or Further From God. 


The Bible teaches, logic proves, and God knows 
that with the money we get and the money we 
spend, we either get closer to God, or further from 
God. Money is a golden cord which binds us to God 
and identifies us with Him in world-wide salvation 
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or it is the cement and the adamant with which we 
build a wall which separates us from God. You can- 
not serve God and money, for in that act you have 
separated God from money. But you can serve God 
with money, for in that act you have related your- 
self to God through money, and thus you have re- 
stored and exalted money to its rightful place, a 
means of constant communication with God, and a 
medium whereby you come to be a co-worker with 
Him in His plan of Salvation for this whole wide 
world. 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 29 
Fishing “In Reverse” 


Fishing is an adventure that often brings sur- 
prises. The possibilities are wide and varied. Con- 
ditions may be at their worst when a sudden change 
brings results too good to be imagined. The very 
hopelessness of a situation may prove to be the ele- 
ment that channels to success. The fisher of men 
carries something more than atomic power with him 
when he is guided by the Holy Spirit. “When a 
man’s ways please the Lord, He maketh even his 
enemies to be at peace with him.” (Prov. 16:7). 
Here’s an “experience” that confirms what the pro- 
phet Isaiah says: ‘Blessed are ye that sow beside all 
waters.” We are glad to give it space. 


Dear ANGLERS: 

1 was driving from Columbia to Augusta. 
There’s a little village where another highway 
crosses, and a blinker light at the intersection. | 
slowed down to 20 miles under the light and at the 
village limits stepped it up to 50 (I never drive 
over 55; it is safer and more comfortable than 
speeding, and it is also the law), and was cruising 
peacefully along thinking of the appointment I had 
for next day in South Alabama. About ten miles 
down the road | heard a siren behind me and drew 
over to the shoulder and stopped, as the signal 
seemed to be for me, though for what I could not 
magine. The cop drew up close behind me and 
stopped. I got out of the car and went back to 
where he was jotting down my license tag number. 
| asked: ““What’s the trouble, officer?” He answer- 
ed: “You broke the speed limit coming through 
M——— back there.” “Why, I slowed down to 30 
ill way through the village, and crossed under the 
light at 20.” “Yes, but it’s 15 at the intersection 
under the light.” “Why, Officer, I didn’t see any 
15 speed limit sign.” ‘Well, it’s there all right; 
you'll have to go back with me to the judge.” Re- 
maining in his car, he made a ticket and handed it 
to me. “Officer,” I pleaded, “have a heart; I saw no 
15-mile sign, | slowed to 20 under the light, and 
there was no other car approaching from any direc- 
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tion. I’ve got to meet an appointment; I simply 
don’t have time to go back to M . > ae 
help that; you’ll either go back to the judge, or pay 
the fine here.” “How much?” “Fifteen dollars.” It 
was cold and | was shivering there in the road. 
Might I come in the car and talk to him? “Sure, 
come round on the other side and get in.” I got in 
on the front seat with him and began looking in my 
pocketbook. “_ don’t have $15.00,” l said ; “will 
you take my check?” “No, not allowed to take 
checks,’ he answered bluntly. “What’ll I do?” 
“You'll go back with me to the judge.” I sat there 
a minute looking at the ticket. Then I said: 
“Officer, are you a Christian?” He looked surprised 
and said “No” very definitely. “Well I want to tell 
you something if you are willing to listen a minute. 
A man without Jesus Christ as his Saviour is on the 
road to hell. I’m more concerned about that than I 
am about this ticket, or having to go back to the 
judge, or paying the fine and missing my appoint- 
ment. Those are trifling matters compared to a soul 
spending eternity in hell. I pledge you my word I'd 
rather pay ten times the amount than to see that 
happen to you.”’ He took his hand off the wheel and 
rubbed his forehead. He seemed to be deeply im- 
pressed. Then he said: “I know I’m a sinner, all 
right.” And to my amazement he began to tell me 
just how bad he was. Although he had a good wife 
(he said) and two sweet little children at home, he 
was living with another woman. She had enslaved 
him, and though he had tried his best, he was not 
able to shake loose from his sinful life and be the 
man he ought to be. I quoted to him: “If we con- 
fess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” I asked him if he would let me pray with 
him. He took off his cap and bowed his head, and I 
prayed that the Lord would hear his heart’s prayer, 
accept his confession, forgive his sins and enable 
him to come clean and go back to his home a Chris- 
tian husband and father. When I said “Amen” he 
turned and said: “Gimme that ticket!” He tore it 
into bits, then grasped my hand. 


A few days later, I wrote him a letter; but I 
never received a reply. I do not know what became 
of him. There was a story in the news of a cop 
being killed on that road soon after; he might have 
been the officer who wrote my ticket. If he was, I 
can reasonably hope that when he appeared before 
the Judge he had the “green light.” 


(Name Withheld). 
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Church News 


Arkansas Synod 





At the 102nd Annual Meeting of the Synod of 
Arkansas, held at Arkansas College in Batesville, 
Elder Kim Hedrick, of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Warren, was elected as Moderator. 


Two hundred Presbyterian leaders heard reports 
of the activities of their Church at home and abroad. 
Dr. Frank Price, Moderator of the Presbyterian 
General Assembly and former Missionary to China, 
spoke on the growth of the Church in recent years 
and challenged the representatives to greater ac- 
complishments in this changing world. Dr. William 
H. McCorkle, Director of Evangelism for the de- 
nomination, challenged the laymen to greater per- 
sonal work in their own communities. 


With the introduction of a plan of equalization 
to assure sufficient funds for each of its agencies, 
the Synod approved the largest budget in its 
hundred-year history. Specific authorizations al- 
lotted $143,300.00 for the Assembly’s Causes in 
the South and abroad, $83,250.00 for Arkansas 
College in Batesville, $51,200.00 for Vera Lloyd 
Home For Children in Monticello, $18,000.00 for 
Caddo Valley in Norman, $17,500.00 for Austin 
Seminary in Texas, and $44,243.00 for other phases 
of work. 


Dr. T. B. Hay, Pastor of the Pulaski Heights 
Presbyterian Church in Little Rock, was chosen as 
Moderator-in-Nomination for the Synod when it 
holds its next Annual Meeting. 





Vorfolk Presbytery 


Norfolk Presbytery met in its 163rd Stated Ses- 
sion in the Second Presbyterian Church, Newport 
News, Va., September 15, 1953. Rev. Leland N. 
Edmunds is pastor. Rev. John H. Grey, II, of Wil- 
liamsburg, Va., was elected Moderator; Rev. Heér- 
bert H. Flitton, Jr., Pastor of the Willowwood 
Church, Norfolk, Va., Vice-Moderator; and Rev. 
L. Randolph Harrison, Temporary Clerk. Forty 
ministers and thirty-six ruling elders were present. 
Rev. Jesse W. Cooke was received from Atlanta 
Presbytery and will be Pastor of the Glenwood 
Park Church, Norfolk, Va. Rev. S. K. Emurian 
presented a petition signed by sixty-two who asked 
that a Church to be called Bayside Presbyterian 
Church be organized on October 25. Two candi- 
dates for the ministry—Mr. Gilbert Lee Bailey, of 
the Prentis Park Church, and Mr. Marion Regi- 
nald Webb, of the Coleman Place Church—were 
received under care of the Presbytery. An ad- 
interim committee was appointed to study the pro- 
posed amendments to the Book of Church Order 
and the Confession of Faith to report at the winter 
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meeting, January 19, 1954, in the Franklin Church 
Rev. Denny M. Hall asked that the pastoral rela 
tion with the Oakdale Church be dissolved and tha 
he be permitted to labor without the bounds of Pres 
bytery on account of his health. Rev. James Housto: 
Wade resigned his pastorate of the Cradock Churc! 
and was dismissed to the Presbytery of Orange tha 
he may accept a call to the Presbyterian Church a 
Asheboro, N., ¢.. Rev. H irold J. Dudley, D.D.. Sec 
retary of the Synod of North Carolina and its pre 
sent Moderator, addressed the Presbytery in con 
nection with the presentation of the Stewardshi; 
Report. He also addressed district meetings of dea 
cons in Newport News and Norfolk. 


Action on a proposed overture to the Genera 
Assembly was deferred to January, to the effect tha 
“if the necessary majority of Presbyteries vote i 
the affirmative on the proposed changes in the Con 
fession of Faith and the Book of Church Order 
the General Assembly be asked to defer actio1 
touching marriage, divorce and remarriage until 
further study of the biblical and theological aspects 
of the question; and suggesting that the study be 
made by biblical and theological departments of the 
four seminaries of our Church, and that, if thes 
cannot reach a common mind, both a majority and 
minority report be presented, with the full evidence 
for each set forth, as a basis for a thorough biblical 
and theological consideration of the question, before 
the Church makes her final confession of faith on 
the subject. 





Albemarle Presbytery 


Albemarle Presbytery met in the First Presby 
terian Church at New Bern on Tuesday, September 
29, in quarterly session. There were present 28 min 
isters and 44 lay delegates representing the Presby 
terian Churches of Northeastern North Carolina 
Rev. R. B. Fleming, West Haven Presbyterian 
Church, Rocky Mount, was elected Moderator. 


A Benevolence Budget of the Presbytery for the 
year beginning January 1, 1954, was adopted total- 
ling $122,731.00. The membership of the Presby- 
tery was reported to be 7,749. It was pointed out 
that during the past nine years membership has in 
creased 67 percent, while the total contributions 
have increased over 400 percent. Church organiza- 
tions in the Presbytery now number 52, an increase 
of 60 percent during the period. 


The Presbytery had before it the question of 
union with the Northern Presbyterian Church and 
the United Presbyterian Church, but postponed de- 
bate for a special session to be held in Greenville 
on October 20. 


Present also was a guest speaker, Rev. C. D. 
Fulton, D.D., Nashville, Tenn., Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board of World Missions, who spoke on 
the condition of our Foreign Mission Work and 
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1¢ Assembly’s Budget for 1954. He reported that 
ork is being conducted in eight countries by 425 
issionaries, 

J. W. Hassell, General Secretary. 


W orld Missions Receipts 


ipr. 1, 1952, to Sept. 1, 1952 $468,445.35 
\pr. 1, 1953, to Sept. 1, 1953 582,081.58 
Gain $113,636.23 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer. 


) our Church Veeds y our 
Help Vow! 


There’s no way of knowing accurately how many 
women in the Presbyterian Church, U. 5., are 
tithers, either for themselves or as a part of the 
oint family tithe. If the record of the women’s 
tewardship of time, strength and talent is any indi- 
cation, however, it is safe to assume that in the area 
f financial stewardship they are also “doing them- 


elves proud.” 


Regardless of what figures might show were it 
possible to examine records of giving of each of the 
more than 300,000 women who are members of the 
Church, it is certain that there has never been a 
period in the history of the Church when their tithes 
have been more urgently needed. It is to point up 
this fact that the Church is now engaged in a three 


months’ period of Tithing Emphasis. 


Very few of the average members of the Church 
have yet realized the strain being imposed, finan 
ially speaking, on the Church at all levels by so 
simple a thing as changing the fiscal year of the 
Church. For many years the local Church, the Pres- 
bytery, Synod and General Assembly have geared 
their operations to an April 1 - March 31 fiscal 
year. The Church, now in the process of changing 
ts fiscal year to correspond with the calendar year, 
s finding that the resulting “short year,” running 
from April | to December 31, is difficult to manage. 

Not only are there fewer months than usual in 
the church “year,” but they are the three months 
which normally have been those in which most 
pledges were paid up, when most extra donations 
came in to keep the work of the Church going. On 
the other hand, the nine months remaining in the 
church year are busy, expense-filled months, account- 
ing for approximately 82 percent of the normal an- 
nual expenditure, thanks to many once-a-year ex- 
penses which fall during these months. 


Statistically, the picture is bad. The General 
Council of the Church reported a few days ago, 
that a study shows receipts for operating benevo- 
lences and agencies of the Church are far behind 


the need. Barely 25 percent (25.03 percent actu- 
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ally) of the budgeted funds for the nine months 


have been received. This means that, with about 
two-thirds of the year gone, church agencies have 
received on the average, enough money for but a 
quarter of the year’s operation. 


Statistics are not available for giving on the level 


of the local Church’s Budget, or that of the Presby- 
tery and Synod. But donations to the Assembly’s 
world-wide work are always a partial reflection, al- 
though lagging somewhat behind, of the giving on 
other levels of the Church. 


The General Assembly recognized that the tran- 
sition in fiscal years would be difficult. As a means 
f softening the blow, it urged that every Church 


take part in a special Tithing Emphasis period. 


Chis period, which began on October 1, is to run 
through the final three months of the short church 
vear, closing on December 31. It is hoped that the 
members of the Church, when confronted with the 
urgent need of carrying on the work at all levels 
from the local Church Budget to the maintenance 
of missionaries in far corners of the world, would 
undertake at least a brief period of tithing, if they 
ire not already tithers. 


Women of the Church, by being aware of the 
needs of the Church, have nearly always found 
ways of meeting the needs. The change in the 
church year does not result in any new needs, but it 
he normal operating needs of the 
Cl} irch n in espec ally urgent situation. The 
Tithing Emphasis, with the wholehearted support 
of the members of the Church, is the answer. Wo- 
men of the Church can do much to guarantee this 
support. Bluford B. Hester. 


Women’s Work 


Snedecor Region Women’s 








Training School - 1953 

August 5, 1953, marked the opening of the Ninth 
Annual Training School for the Women of Snede- 
cor Region, held at Stillman College. Beginning as 
early as August 4, the 125 delegates and 29 faculty 
and other leaders began to converge on Stillman 
campus, coming from states over the entire Snede- 
cor Region. As old friends greeted each other again 
ind as new friends met for the first time, a keen 
sense of anticipation for the good things ahead per- 
meated the atmosphere throughout the short time 
before the first session. The Program Committee of 
the school had so planned the activities that no 
hopes were disappointed. 


As we sat in Stillman’s beautiful new auditorium 
for the first session at which our Field Worker, 
Mrs. A. L. Devarieste, presided, one could not re- 
frain from viewing in retrospect the previous train- 
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ing schools and giving grateful homage to God 
Who has led us thus far on the way. Our thoughts 
also went out in grateful appreciation to our first 
Field Worker, Miss Louise B. Miller, to whose 
efforts the establishment of the first training school 
was largely due. 


Worthy of mention in this ninth training school 
is the fact that a large percentage of the leadership 
for the school was contributed by Snedecor Region. 
Our own Field Worker was the Dean of the school 
and four of the instructors for the eight courses 
offered were from Snedecor Region. In addition 
Snedecor provided many other leaders who served 
in varied capacities. This is in sharp contrast to the 
first schools when Snedecor leadership was practical- 
ly nil. This fact alone furnishes sufficient argu- 
ment for the continuation of the medium of train- 
ing which has come to mean so much in so many 
ways to the Women of Snedecor Region. 


Many special features were offered. The high- 
light of the day was the morning worship service 
each morning before breakfast in the Brown Memo- 
rial Church. This service was under the very com- 
petent leadership of Miss Bessie Lewis, who used 
for her theme The Walks of Jesus. An uplift and 
buoyancy of spirit was found in retracing the steps 
of the Master which lasted throughout the full 
days. 


The Women of the Church met for the second 
time under the Regional Plan with the president, 
Mrs. W. M. Martin presiding. A new slate of of- 
ficers was elected for the next term designated in 
the manual which was adopted at this meeting. 
Mrs. W. B. Harking conducted the impressive in- 
stallation of the following officers on the last night 
of the school: President, Mrs. I. H. Hamilton; 
Vice-President, Mrs. W. J. Gipson; Secretary, 
Mrs. Moses E. James; and Treasurer, Mrs. A. E. 
Luffborough. 





A Thank-You 


Soonchun, Chulla Namdo, Korea, 
June 29, 1953. 


Dear Friends at Home in America: 

This is a special letter sent to you to thank you 
and the churches and organizations you represent 
for the packages of relief clothing you have sent out 
here to help clothe the people of this land of Korea. 


Every time we give out clothing to those who 
need in this land, we receive grateful expressions of 
their thanks. And now in this letter I am trying to 
pass those thanks on to you for you are the ones they 
are truly thanking. They are well aware of their 
American friends and wish it were possible for 
them to thank each of you, but since that is im- 
possible, I am writing to you to tell you that the 
clothing you sent has been used to comfort these 
precious people in their greatest time of need. 
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I get great joy out of opening each package, for 
[ have learned to rejoice with these people in the 
blessings they receive. I hope you know that these 
people are a very generous people themselves. The 
Christians I have met have been hard working peo- 
ple, completely unselfish and generous to share 
whatever they have. Though few of them have 
enough to eat any day in the year, yet when a guest 
or even a beggar comes, they do not hold back, but 
share what they have. I think in knowing that, you 
can yourselves have more joy in the giving of your 
clothing to help them. 


With every bit of clothing we distribute, we 
seek first to glorify God in that work. For we 
know as you well know too that any good or worth- 
while work that is done, is done through the 
strength and guidance of God. And it is not always 
easy to do our work in a manner that will glorify 
God as it ought to. But we make that our prayer 
each day that what we do will altogether be for 
His honor who loved us and gave Himself for us. 
We ask you to pray for us in this ministry, especi- 
ally, that in the distribution of the clothing we may 
be wise and faithful to do it in an acceptable man- 
ner, well pleasing to our Lord. 


Please continue to send your packages of clothing 
and medicine out here to us. The need is always far 
in excess of the supply. Most of the packages re- 
ceived have been in good shape. I would ask this 
favor: please write your name and address on the 
wrapper as well as on the postoffice card, since often 
the cards are lost in the shipping. Always remember 
to value your package low. In addressing them, 
send them to me: Jack Scott, Presbyterian Mission, 
Chulla Namdo, Soonchun, Korea, Korea Relief 
Package, and no duty will have to be paid. 


—Jack Scott, Soonchun, Korea. 





FRoM STRENGTH To STRENGTH 
Dream On 


One broken dream is not the end of dreaming; 
One shattered hope is not the end of hoping; 
Beyond the storm and tempest, stars are gleaming; 
Still build your castles, though your castles fall. 


Though many dreams come tumbling in disaster, 
And pain and heartache meet you down the years, 
Still keep your faith, and dare your hopes to master, 
And never cry that you have ceased to dream. 
—Author Unknown. 


The Bible Wins Again 
By Chaplain Norris T. Morton 
In the hospital barber shop, while a group of 
men were waiting for a haircut, one of the airmen 
started to tell his troubles to the chaplain. It seems 


that while on liberty several of the men in his bar- 
racks imbibe too freely of strong drink and then 
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return to their barracks and boast of their misdeeds. 
The topic of conversation is the usual combination 
of drink, women or gambling. 


It so happens that there are also Christians who 
live in the same barracks. Perhaps someone might 
ask, “What does a Christian do under such cir- 
cumstances?” He cannot change his residence at 
will nor run away from evil surroundings. What 
can he do? 


During our interview my friend supplied the 
answer. He and his buddy, who bunks next to him, 
decided that they would read the Bible each night. 
They take turns reading it to each other. 


But the devil is not easily discouraged. The fel- 
low in the third bunk passed unkind remarks and 
did everything he could to interfere with the read- 
ing of the Bible. He ridiculed and scoffed at this 
habit, which he termed outmoded. Yet the two air- 
men continued to read the Bible to each other. They 
had Christ en their side and they, too, were ada- 
mant. They knew that they were well within their 
rights. 


Then a strange thing happened. The fellow who 
poked fun at the young men who read the Bible 
came over one night and asked if he could sit in 
and listen. The fellows were delighted. They had 
won at last; a sinner had been led to seek for light. 
He had been led to listen reverently instead of scoff- 
ing. 

The Bible had won again. When God is speak- 


ing, who can stand against Him! 


—Bible Society Record. 


“Evolution - Fact Or Theory?” 


By Cora Reno. Moody Press, Chicago, Ill. Price 


$ .35. 


Since evolution is taught as a fact in many high 
schools, colleges, and universities, the author feels 
that the evidence for the claims of evolution should 
be examined. He shows in this volume that these 
claims are not well grounded. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Educational excellence. Member Suuthern Assuciation Col- 
lege and Secondary Schovuls. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
B.A. and B.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with Iith, 12th grades. Veterans. 

Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. 
Begins September 7, 1953. 

PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Louis C. LaMeotte, M.A., Th.D., D.D., President. 

Box 35-W — Maxton, North Carolina. 











GOWNS 


*Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 
Sw) Embroideries - Vestments 
p——— Hangings - Communion 


Sets . Altar Brass Goods 


“Tlational 2: 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 2&6 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville North Carolina 
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SUGGESTION 


Suggestion! Does the public library in your city 
receive a copy of THE JourNAL? How about your 
church library? YMCA? YWCA? Investigate 
now. If these, or any other worthy institutions, such 
as hospitals (reading rooms), are not receiving a 
copy, there could be no finer gift that you could 
make than to give a JOURNAL subscription. 








Glimpse — 


ACRI ) 


s 





GLIMPSES OF A SACRED LAND 


By Carl F. H. Henry 


Dr. Henry’s Glimpses Of A Sacred Land are more than a traveler’s fleeting impres- 
sions. They are a sobering report of the drift in Europe, the conflict in the Near East, 
the fortunes and misfortunes of the Holy Land. He tells us that the things which mat- 
tered supremely to our forefathers are shriveling in the life and thought of modern 
[ 4ND man. This is one of the most gripping and informative pictures of Europe and the 
Holy Lands of our times. There are chapters on England, France, Italy, Greece, 

Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Hashemite Jordan and Israel. Price $3.50. 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER 
W. A. WiLpE CoMPANY PUBLISHERS — BosTON 16, MAss. 
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THE TITHE 


A tenth of his income was required of the Jew to be set apart, and sacredly devoted to God’s treasury. 
And this was the first tenth, and not the last tenth; the first fruits, not the dregs and leavings. And while 
the amount is not specified in the New Testament, the same principle is carried over. “Upon the first day of 
the week, let every one of you lay by him in store as God hath prospered him” (1 Cor. 16:2). Here is con- 
secrated giving—laying by in store—a certain sum set apart, and made sacred to God’s use, and which there- 
after one should no more think of using for himself than he would think of taking the same sum from his 
neighbor’s pocket. And here is proportionate giving—‘‘as God hath prospered him.’ Ought the proportion 
to be any less under the gospel than under the law? Surely not when we remember that we have as our 
exemplar One who, “though he was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that we, through his poverty, might 
be rich.” In the light of such high standards, who can say that at least we ought not to give one-tenth of 


our income to the Lord’s work? - ~Layman. 





Here’s a booklet that may 


answer your problem exactly 





Our annuity gift plan enables many people to secure a safe 
yet attractive income for their declining years, and also to 
leave a substantial gift to help spread the Gospel. 


Upon the gift to our Foreign Mission Work of any sum from 
$100 up, we will agree to pay the donor (or anyone he desig- 
nates) a fixed sum every six months as long as he lives, the 
amount of payment being based on the recipient's age. 


An attractive income is thus guaranteed to the recipient for life, 
unaffected by depressions or other adversities that would 
affect the yield on other investments. None of the gift is used 
for mission work until our lifetime obliga- 
tion has been completed. 


There are other attractive features to be 
found in annuity gifts. Write today for 
a copy of our FREE booklet that gives 
you ail the details: "A Guaranteed 
Lifetime Investment with Mutual 
Benefits for Yourself and Others.” 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 


P. O. Box 330 
NASHVILLE |, TENN. 
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BOOKS 





Rev. G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 
(Whose book is reviewed below) 


“A Sober Faith - Religion 


And Alcoholics Anonymous” 


By G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. The Macmillan 
Company, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. 


Price $2.( ), 


The main thrust of this volume is to make clear 
the relationship between the alcoholic and the 
Christian church and Christian theology. Dr. Rus- 
sell L. Dicks in his Introduction has called this 
work ‘‘a bridge book.” It establishes beach heads 
both in Alcoholics Anonymous and in the church. 
The Alcoholics Anonymous will recognize the au- 
thor as a friend and the Churchmen will recognize 
him as a friend; and both will recognize him as a 
critic. He will reassure both and he will make both 
angry; in this he does both a service. 

Dr. Taylor tells us at the outset “This is a book 
bout alcoholics: about their habits, their struggles, 
their fears, their weaknesses, the spectacle they put 
up for all the world to see and laugh about and 
weep for them, but only incidentally is it about 
alcoholism. It is rather about a set of principles 
being used by a select group of alcoholics who are 
doing something about alcoholism. It is therefore, 
about Alcoholics Anonymous.” The author stresses 
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the fact that the astonishing thing about chronic 
alcoholism is that until very recently virtually 
nothing at all was even known about it or done 
about it. It was sure to be condemned but seldom 
cured. 


Alcoholism is categorized by the writer as a dis- 
ease. He comments, “Its victims cannot control it by 
the use of their will power and ordinarily it is in- 
curable. In the long run, it can be counted on to 
kill or to drive its victims insane.” It should be 
noted at this point that some authorities on alcohol- 
ism do not entirely agree with the idea that alco- 
holism is a disease. 


It is pointed out that most chronic alcoholics pass 
through several stages in their drinking. The first 
stage is, he was a social drinker. The author states, 
“He took his beers and his cocktails with the best 
of them and kept his head and his reputation. This 
state of affairs lasted for several years. Then ap- 
parently for no reason, during the war and almost 
overnight, he became a heavy drinker.” This was 
written concerning one individual but it is a typical 
case in the study of alcoholism. 


Dr. Tavlor has a high regard for Alcoholics 
Anonymous. He believes that this organization puts 
real faith to work in its program. He avers, “They 
haven't hit upon something new; they have simply 
found Christianity’s key to successful living: de- 
pendence upon God. All the doctrines, beliefs and 
practices of the Christian church are but details to 
explain, express, and promote the dependence of 
human beings upon a Power greater than them- 
selves.” 


In evaluating the contributions made by Alco- 
holics Anonymous the author is not blind to its 
dangers and weaknesses. He writes, “Alcoholics 
Anonymous is rapidly reaching the point where it 
must deal with the fact that its program has re- 
cently been increasingly watered down by many 
chapters resulting in fewer permanently satisfying 
adjustments and a greater number of slips. The 
Church, on the other hand, cannot forever ignore 
the fact that there are “slips.” Dr. Taylor advo- 
cates a closer relationship betw een Alcoholics Anony- 
mous and the Church. He states, “Alcoholics must 
stop looking down their noses at the Church. The 
Church must stop looking down its nose at Alco- 
holics.”” While urging the Alcoholics Anonymous 
and the Church to maintain a true perspective, the 
author continues, “Alcoholics Anonymous needs to 
realize that the Scriptures, the Sacraments and the 
Sabbath are not trivial; the Church on the other 
hand, could use proof that God accompanies man 
to his place of business six days a week. Alcoholics 
Anonymous should remember that besides the pres- 
ent there is also eternity; the Church could use an 
occasional reminder that besides eternity there is 
also the present.” 


In the final chapter Dr. Taylor comes to grips 
with the real root of man’s troubles — sin. He 





PAGE 15 
























































writes, “Sin is real—not just a figment of over- 
wrought imaginations. It is universal—not just 
limited to a few unfortunate people. It is uncon- 
querable by human strength; it is not subject to 
education or discipline. The basic disposition that 
makes man the imperfect being he is, Christianity 
correctly labels SIN. Man’s first need is for the 
forgiveness of sins. Christianity claims to know how 
it can be satisfied.” 

This little volume is characterized by brilliance 
of insight, facility of expression and practicality in 
application. It is a book that should be read by all 
Christian ministers, social workers and especially 
by those who are tempted to use alcohol in any way. 
Dr. Taylor has made a first class contribution to 
the understanding of alcoholism as we face it in 


daily life. John R. Richardson. 


“Christian Baptism” 


By Jonn Murray. Published by the Committee 
on Christian Education, The Orthodox Presby- 
terian Church, 224 North Fifteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia 2, Penna. Price $2.50. 

Although much has been written on the subject 
of Baptism, the author’s discussion in this volume 
is not a work of supererogation. Dr. Murray, real- 
izes that within Protestant circles there is at the 
present time a widespread loss of conviction regard- 
ing the propriety and perceptive necessity of infant 
baptism. He views such a situation as deplorable. 
He is convinced that there is an adequate warrant 
for this Divine institution. 


Dr. Murray is convinced that the prevalent con- 
fusion in regard to baptism is largely due to the 
fact that many think atomistically of the Scripture 
revelation rather than organically. The atomistic 
view of Scripture overlooks the fact that infant 
baptism rests upon the recognition that God’s re- 
demptive action and revelation in this world are 
Covenantal. The author puts it, “Redemptive action 
is Covenant action and redemptive revelation is 
Covenant revelation. Imbedded in this Covenantal 
action of God is the principle that the infant seed 
of believers are embraced with their parents in a 
covenant relation and provision. It is this method 
of God’s administration in the world that must be 
appreciated. It belongs to the New Testament as 
well as to the Old. It is its presence and significance 
that grounds infant baptism and it is the perception 
of the significance that illumines for us the meaning 
of the ordinance.” 


After an exact study of the word baptidzo and 
its cognates, Dr. Murray affirms that these words 
denote an action that can be performed by a variety 
of modes. Consequently, they cannot be pleaded as 
an argument for the necessity of immersion as the 
mode of baptism. He also points out that the col- 
lateral Baptist argument drawn from similitude to 
the burial and the resurrection of Christ rests upon 


PAGE 16 





an arbitrary selection of one or two texts and the 
invalidity of this selection is demonstrated by the 
very passage which appears to give stronger support 
to the contention. 


Some excellent insights are found in the third 
chapter which discusses “The Church.” Here is a 
sample, “In order to avoid the misconstructions and 
the misconceptions frequently associated with the 
distinction between the Church visible and invisible, 
it is more proper to speak of the Church as invisible 
and the Church as visible for the aspects of invisi- 
bility and visibility attaching to the Church rather 
than of the visible Church and the invisible Church.” 
He quotes James Bannerman to this same effect, 
“When we speak of the Church invisible and the 
Church visible we are not to be understood as if we 
referred in these designations to two separate, dis- 
tinct churches but rather to the same church under 
two different characters. We do not assert that 
Christ has founded two churches on earth but only 
one: and we aftirm that that one church is to be 
regarded under two distinct aspects.” 


This book is needed today in our Southern Pres- 
byterian Church. It brings a fresh approach to the 
importance of the Covenant in Christian Theology. 
It reminds us that the overations of God’s saving 
grace are fulfilled according to Covenant nrovisions. 
One of these gracious provisions is that God is not 
only a God to the believer but also to his seed after 
him. The efficecv of infant baptism princinally 
consists in this. that is. it is to us the certifcation 
or seal that God works in accordance with this 
Covenant provision and fulfills His Covenant prom- 
ises. Thus Dr. Murray concludes, “It is. after all, 
the Lord’s own nature which infant baptism signi- 
fies and seals.” 

There mav be a few minor points by which some 
of our readers might pl ice a question mark but. by 
and large, all adherents of the Reformed Faith will 
be greatlv blessed in the study of this volume bv one 
of America’s ablest theologians. This hook is not a 
dry-as-dust narration of facts. It is full of interest 
to Christians and written in delightfullv lucid style. 


John R. Richardson. 


Strange Texts But Grand Truths” 


By Clarence E. Macartney. Ahingdon-Cokesbury 


Press, Nashville, Tenn. Price $2.50. 


Dr. Macartnev is a prolific writer in the homi- 
letical field and his work alwavs bears the marks of 
careful study, unusual originality and reverent pre- 
sentation. In this book he presents seventeen ser- 
mons which the average minister would bypass. The 
author maintains that “the very fact that an unusual 
text arouses the curiosity of the hearer and causes 
him to wonder what can be made of such a text, 
what lesson for time and eternity can be drawn 
from it, will certainly be no handicap to the 
preacher.” 
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Dr. Macartney is especially adept in drawing ap- 
ealing subjects from passages of the Scripture that 
sist of merely a clause. For example, from the 
xt, “A woman slew him,” the subject is, “A Com- 
on Epitaph.” Employing this statement, “The 
mes of Elisha,” the subject is, “The Influence of 
the Dead.” From, “Then shall thou break the bot- 
tle,” the subject deduced is, “Life’s Irrevocable.” 


One of the commendable features of Dr. Ma- 
irtney’s preaching is he makes his conclusions carry 
strong evangelistic appeal. The closing paragraph 
of the first sermon will serve as an example: “This 
s not written just for the sake of stating and illus- 
trating a solemn and alarming fact of life. It is 
meant as a warning. It is meant as an invitation. It 
is meant as an appeal, It is meant for the welfare of 
some immortal soul. Are you in a situation com- 
parable to that of any one of those men of whom [| 
have spoken in this sermon? Is your conscience 


dimmed by the mist of indulgence? Is your ambi- 
tion asleep? Is your honor asleep? Is your religion 
asleep? Are you looking only at *:e things that are 
near and temporal and forgetting the things that 
ire unseen and eternal? Are you asleep to the wel- 
fare of your soul, to the great issues of time and 
eternity? Then, ‘awake thou that sleepest and arise 
from the dead and Christ shall give thee light.’ ”’ 


A fine sense of perspective is always maintained 
in Dr. Macartney’s sermons. He writes: “Faith is 
the greatest weapon for the battle of life. Sometimes 
the college student permits the facts of the temporal, 
the visible, world to eclipse the facts of the moral 
world but the greatest facts are not the facts of 
stardust or protoplasm, but the facts of the soul, of 
salvation, of destiny.”’ 


The reading of this volume will enrich in a nat- 
ural way the Christian minister’s preaching without 
interfering with his own independent thinking. Both 
ministers and laymen could read this latest work of 
Dr. Macartney’s with pleasure and profit. 


—John R. Richardson. 


“Design For Christian Living” 


By Hugh Tlompson Kerr. Westminster Press, 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. Price 
$2.50. 


This volume consists of brief sermons first de- 
livered as radio addresses. They have been arranged 
in six major parts dealing with the Christian year, 
the Christian world, the Christian faith, Life and 
Service, and finally, the Christian Church. They 
emphasize the spiritual significance of certain high 
ccasions in the church year. There are others re- 
lated to important times in the civil year. Dr. Kerr’s 
deas on the basic elements, of Christian faith are 
particularly stirring. They are compelling sugges- 
tions on how to live as a Christian and how to meet 
problems in a Christian way. 
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“The Making Of A Preacher” 


By W. W. Melton. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. 


Out of years of rich experience as a preacher and 
pastor, Dr. W. W. Melton has written a book full 
of wise advice for a young minister. It is crammed 
full of wonderful insights. In his Introduction Dr. 
W. R. White, President of Baylor University, says: 
‘In many ways Dr. W. W. Melton is the most un- 
usual minister | have ever known. He has one of 
the finest combinations of common sense and native 
talent that | know.” 


“Jehovah Of The Watchtower” 
By Martin & Klann. Van Kampen Press, Whe- 


iton, Ill. Price $1.75. 


Chis is the first full-length portrait in objective 
analysis of the movement | .own as “Jehovah's 
Witnesses” yet published. Its purpose is to present 
in the clearest and most concise form the doctrines 
of “The International Bible Students’ Association,” 
as the cult is known. The teachings of this organi- 
zation are expounded in the spirit of fairness and 
candor. The authors have done a tremendous 
amount of research in preparation for this work. 
They have even gone to the headquarters of the or- 
ganization for much of their material. This study 
should help Christians and non-Christians alike to 
understand the dangers of such a movement. 


“Spurgeon’s Sermons” 


By Charles Haddon Spurgeon. Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.95. 


This work is Volume 20 in Spurgeon’s Me- 
morial Library. It gives a large amount of bio- 
graphical material and reveals many of the secrets 
of the great London preacher’s influence. This vol- 
ume should have a special appeal to theological stu- 
dents. Anyone desiring to put it into the hand of the 
seminary student, could hardly do better than pre- 
sent this book. 


“Fitly Framed Together” 


By Samuel L. Joekel. John Knox Press, Rich- 


mond, Va. Price $ .75. 


The purpose of this booklet is to show that the 
Bible is one complete volume with a continuous 
plot or design into which each section and book is 
fitly framed. Dr. Joekel has intended it to be a sort 
of reference book for further Bible study. The plot 
of the Bible is presented first. Suggestions in the 
form of questions drawn from the matter of each 
chanter are placed at the end of each study. The 
twelve divisions are suggested for a monthly study 
basis and might also be used as a unit for a credit 
Bible course. 
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“The Greatest Faith Ever Known” 


By Fulton Oursler & April O irsler Armstrong 
Doubleday & Company, Inc., 575 Madison Avenue, 
New York 22, N. Y. Price 

“The Greatest Faith Ever Known” consists of 
the retelling of the Acts of the Apostles by Fulton 
Oursler and his daughter in a regular edition and 
also in a Roman Catholic Edition carrying the 
Imprimatur. 


In the Foreword Fulton QOursler tells that the 
suggestion for the Acts of the Apostles was first 
made to him by England’s poet laureate, John Mase- 
field. This book completes the re-telling of the Bible 
which Fulton QOursler began in ‘The Greatest 
Story Ever Told” and “The Greatest Book Ever 


Written.” 


“Our Priceless Heritage” 


By Henry M. Woods, D.D., LL.D. Price $3.50. 
Special price to ministers and Christian laymen, 
$1.75. Order from Mrs. Henry M. Woods, 5 South 
Oxtord Avenue, Ventnor, Atlantic City, N. J. 


Dr. Woods has given us in this book a scholarly 
study of Christian doctrine in contrast with Ro- 
manism. All Protestants should own and read 


it. 
Chis important subject has been neglected 


and there 
is widespread ignorance on.the theme. The author 
covers the involved issues thoroughly and fairly. 
This work is a needed corrective to many who are 
is no essential difference be- 


tween Romanism and Evangelical “go 


J. R. Rich: 0 


prone to feel that there i 


“History And Records Of 
Vidway Church” 


By James Stacy. L. H. Quarterman Publishers, 
Flemington, Ga. Price $10.00. 

The Midway Congregational Church 
the most famous historical ecclesiastical organiza- 
tions of the South. It has produced scores of out- 
standing men. Dr. James Stacy 
fluence is felt 


is one of 


decl res: “Her in- 
thousands of places. Her history is 
unparalelled.”” First published in 1899, the volume 
narrated the history of the Midway Church in 
Liberty County, Georgia. It has long been out of 
print. Mr. Quarterman, realizing the value of the 
history of this Church to the descendants of the 
Midway Colony, had the book reproduced and 
bound together with an addenda, 


bringing the his- 
tory up to 1951. It also contains Published Records 
of Midway Church comprising the Transactions of 
the Society of the Records of peg rs Births, 
Baptisms and Deaths. There are also six additional 
illustrations in colors. 


ay ' 
[his volume should be of special interest to li- 
braries and all who are seeking 


information on early 
American church life. 
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INRICH YOUR LIBRARY 
At No Cost 
(This Offer Expires November 1, 1953.) 


The Reformed Doctrine Of 
Predestination 


By Loraine Boettner 
Price $4.50 


Will Be Given For Three New 
One-Year Subscriptions To 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Stuptes IN THEOLOGY 


By Loraine Boettner 
Price $3.50 


Wade Smith's Books 
For The Young People 
The Little Jetts Bible $2.00 
The Little Jetts New Testament $2.00 
T } > ile , %e » Be 
The Little Jetts Pilgrim’s Prog 
ress $2.00 
The Little Jetts Youth Talks $2.00 
Any One Of These For two New 
One-Year Subscriptions 
Tue TESTAMENT For FisHers OF MEN 
The price recently advanced to $3.25. We 
have some of these bought before the advance 
was made, which we can sell at the former 
price of $2.75 as long as the supply lasts. Or 


will give the Testament as a premium for two 
new subscriptions to The Journal. 


Any of the above five Wade Smith titles will 
be etched and autographed on the flyleaf by 
the Author, if requested. 

Send Orders For These—Or Any Other 
Books Published—To 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N.C. 
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Which Way Lies Efficiency? 


In 1926 there were 25 Belk Department Stores in the South. 
The same year their largest competitor had 50 stores. 


The Belk Stores are run as separate organizations, 
their competitors have a centralized management. 


What about today? 


Today there are 320 separate and distinct stores in the Belk 
organization. The same competitor, mentioned above, has 50 
stores. 


We are being asked to submerge our Church into a much 
large organization with resulting centralization of authority 
and power—and with certain loss of efficiency in the work of 
God’s Kingdom. 


This is unnecessary and must not happen. 
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Proponents of union admit it will be “a ten-year head- 
ache.” 

Opponents rightly say it will prove “A LIFE-TIME 
HEARTACHE.” 


Have you read “The Reason Why”? Send for sample copy 
or $4.00 for 100. 
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